CAO 2015-077

To:  Michael Pounds

From: Miriam S. Ramos, Deputy City Attorney for the City of Coral Gables

Approved: Craig E. Leen, City Attorney for the City of Coral Gablesz/é/

RE: Legal Opinion Regarding Parking Garage Redevelopment Pre-Proposal Conference

Date: July 28, 2015

A property owner does not have to register as a lobbyist if he/she is appearing in his/her
individual capacity. If, however, the property owner is the principal of a company that owns the
property in the City and is speaking on behalf of that company, he/she needs to register as a
lobbyist. Sec. 2-243 of the City of Coral Gables Code does not include principals in the
definition of lobbyist . However, Sec. 2-11.1(s)(1)(b) of the Miami-Dade Conflict of Interest and
Code of Ethics Ordinance expressly includes principals in the definition of lobbyist (and under
Sec. 2-11.1(s)(3)(b), provides that the principal shall not be required to pay any registration fees).
While the City’s Ethics Code may be more restrictive than the County’s Ethics Code, it may not
be more permissive. Therefore, it would be advisable for a principal who wishes to address the
City Commission, a City Board or Committee or City personnel regarding: (1) an ordinance,
resolution, action or decision of the City Commission; (2) any action, decision, recommendation
of the City Manager or any City Board or Committee; or (3) any action, decision or
recommendation of City personnel during the time period of the entire decision-making process
on such action, decision or recommendation which foreseeably will be heard or reviewed by the
City Commission, or a City Board or Commiittee, to register as a lobbyist.

This opinion is issued pursuant to Sec. 2-201(e)(1) and (8) of the City of Coral Gables Code
giving the City Attorney’s Office the authority to issue opinions and interpretations on behalf of
the City.



Herbello, SteEhanie

From: Ramaos, Miriam

Sent: Friday, July 31, 2015 4:39 PM

To: Herbello, Stephanie

Subject: FW: Legal Question - Parking Garage Redevelopment Pre-Proposal Conference
Mirniam §. Ramas, Esq.

Deputy City Attorney

City of Coral Gables

405 Biltmore Way, 3rd Floor
Coral Gables, FL. 33134
(305) 460-5218

(305) 460-5084 direct dial
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This e-mail is from the City of Coral Gables - City Attorneys Office and is intended solely for the use of the individual(s) to
whom itis addressed. It you believe you received this email in error, please notity the sender immediately, delete your e-mail
from your computer and do not copy or disclose it to anyone else. The State of Florida has a broad public records laws. Most
written communications to or from State and Local Officials regarding State or Local business are public records available to
the public upon request

CONFIDENTIALITY:

The information contained in this transmission may be fegally privileged and confidential, intended only for the use of the
individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited

From: Ramos, Miriam

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2015 5:30 PM

To: Pounds, Michael; Leen, Craig

Cc: Chen, Brigette; Swanson-Rivenbark, Cathy; Gomez, Diana

Subject: RE: Legal Question - Parking Garage Redevelopment Pre-Proposal Conference

Dear Michael,

A property owner does not have to register as a lobbyist if he/she is appearing in his/her
individual capacity. If, however, the property owner is the principal of a company that
owns the property in the City and is speaking on behalf of that company, he/she needs to
register as a lobbyist. Sec. 2-243 of the City of Coral Gables Code does not include
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principals in the definition of lobbyist . However, Sec. 2-11.1(s)(1)(b) of the Miami-Dade
Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics Ordinance expressly includes principals in the
definition of lobbyist (and under Sec. 2-11.1(s)(3)(b), provides that the principal shall not
be required to pay any registration fees). While the City’s Ethics Code may be more
restrictive than the County’s Ethics Code, it may not be more permissive. Therefore, it
would be advisable for a principal who wishes to address the City Commission, a City
Board or Committee or City personnel regarding: (1) an ordinance, resolution, action or
decision of the City Commission; (2) any action, decision, recommendation of the City
Manager or any City Board or Committee; or (3) any action, decision or recommendation
of City personnel during the time period of the entire decision-making process on such
action, decision or recommendation which foreseeably will be heard or reviewed by the
City Commission, or a City Board or Committee, to register as a lobbyist.

This opinion is issued pursuant to Sec. 2-201(e)(1) and {8) of the City of Coral Gables Code
giving the City Attorney's Office the authority to issue opinions and interpretations on
behalf of the City.

Sincerely,

Miricun S. Rames, Esq.
Deputy City Attorney

City of Coral Gables

405 Biltmore Way, 3rd Floor
Coral Gables, FL 33134
(305) 460-5218

(305) 460-5084 direct dial

CORAL GABLES
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Celebrating 940 years of u dream realized.

PUBLIC RECORDS:

This e-mail is from the City of Coral Gables - City Attorneys Olfice and is intended solely lor the use of the individual(s) to
whom it is addressed. If you believe you received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately, delete your e-mail
trom your computer and do not copy or disclose it to anyone else. The State of Florida has a broad public records taws. Most
written communications to or from State and Local Officials regarding State or Local business are public records available to
the public upon request.

The information contained in this transmission may be legally privileged and confidential, intended only for the use of the
individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited

From: Pounds, Michael
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2015 1:50 PM



To: Leen, Craig

Cc: Ramos, Miriam; Chen, Brigette; Swanson-Rivenbark, Cathy; Gomez, Diana
Subject: FW: Legal Question - Parking Garage Redevelopment Pre-Proposal Conference
Importance: High

Craig:

As mentioned in my email below, a question was asked last week at the Pre-Proposal Conference by a Miracle Mile
property owner regarding the need for a property owner in Coral Gables to register as Lobbyist to speak to Commission
Members about the Parking Garage Development RFP. | would like to respond to that question by addendum with an
opinion from you on this question. Please let me know if you can provide me with an opinion on this matter.

Mike Pounds

Chief Procurement Officer
City of Coral Gables

2800 SW 72™ Avenue
Miami, FL 33155

Phone (305) 460-5101
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From: Pounds, Michael

Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2015 6:30 PM

To: Leen, Craig

Cc: Swanson-Rivenbark, Cathy

Subject: Legal Question - Parking Garage Redevelopment Pre-Proposal Conference
Importance: High

Craig:

Please give me a call. |had a question that came up in our Pre-Proposal Conference this week regarding
communications with individual Commission Members and the need to complete an application to lobby that | would
like to discuss with you. Thanks.

Mike Pounds

Chief Procurement Officer
City of Coral Gables

2800 SW 72" Avenue
Miami, FL 33155

Phone {305) 460-5101
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Celebrating 90 years of a dream realized.
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