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A = Absent

STAFF:








P = Present

Dona M. Lubin, Historical Resources Director
E = Excused

Simone Chin, Historic Preservation Administrator
-  =  Not yet appointed

Betty Perez, Administrative Assistant

*  = Emergency Meeting







+ = Left meeting at 5 p.m.
Guests: Wendy Larson, Albert Rodriguez, Juan Carlos Menendez, Paul Yesbeck, Danny Ramirez, Allan Heard, Braulio Pena, Mario Garcia-Serra, Walter Carlson, Richard Cannone, James Chastanet, Thorn Grafton, Lisa Barrowman, Kendell Turner, Arva Parks, Bruce Roden, Mohammad Hajjal, Reba Hajjal, Leo Dalny

Recording Secretary: Nancy C. Morgan, Coral Gables Services, Inc.

ZONING CODE:
Dr. Parnes stated that Ms. Lubin would give an overview of the minor changes proposed for the Historic Preservation Ordinance portion of the City’s Zoning Code. The Board would take no action on the Ordinance.

Ms. Lubin referred to the materials in the Board packets, and stated that the Planning and Zoning Board would be conducting workshops about the issues every Wednesday. The meeting schedule was included in Board packets. Ms. Lubin encouraged Board members to attend.

Dr. Parnes reiterated that action by the Board could not be taken today. Ms. Lubin asked the Board to voice  concerns about Code issues, after which she introduced Wendy Larson, one of the consultants hired by the City to facilitate the Zoning Code rewrite. 

Ms. Larson said the purpose of the presentation was to provide an overview of the Code rewrite. Among the points she made are the following:

· Very minor changes pertain to historic preservation;

· One objective in the rewrite is to simplify the Code;

· When it is printed in final form, it will be shorter than the present Code;

· Inconsistencies are eliminated;

· Readability is improved;

· Fees have been deleted;

· Application requirements are deleted;

· New formatting and numbering system that allows the reader to navigate better;

· Eight articles in the revision;

Regarding historic preservation issues, Ms. Larson pointed out division five, which reorganizes all the provisions regarding all boards, including the Historic Preservation Board, into Article Two, and formats each board the same way. Provisions that directly related to the Historic Preservation Board are:

· Recommending term limits, to conform with other bodies, of eight years;

· Number of members to serve at the direction of the City Commission.

Ms. Larson continued to describe various aspects of the rewrite, particularly as it relates to historic preservation, the designation process, reconstruction of historic properties, appeal and variance provisions, TDRs and Mediterranean design bonuses. During Ms. Larson’s presentation, Board members asked questions and voiced concerns, to which either she or Ms. Lubin responded. 

Board members agreed to submit additional suggestions in writing to Ms. Lubin, who encouraged them to attend the Planning and Zoning Board workshops. 

After discussion, it was agreed to conduct a special workshop to exclusively discuss the Zoning Code rewrite after Board members have an opportunity to more sufficiently study the issues. Ms. Lubin will schedule the workshop.

On behalf of the Board, Dr. Parnes thanked Ms. Larson for her presentation and time.

Respectfully submitted,

Dona M. Lubin

Historical Resources Director and Secretary to the Board
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