The City of Coral Gables

Planning Department
Crrv Hacl 405 Biermors Way
Corat, GABLES, FLORIDA 33134

October 30, 2009

Via Email and Regular Mail

Ms. Josie Ramirez

President

Riviera Neighborhood Association
1200 S. Athambra Circle

Coral Gables, FL 33146

Ms. Elsie Miranda

Vice President

Riviera Neighborhood Association
1114 Aduana Avenue

Coral Gables, FL 33146

Subject: Update of the City of Coral Gables Comprehensive Plan (CP).

Dear Ms. Ramirez and Ms. Miranda:

Thank you for the Riveria Neighborhood Associations continued involvement in the City of Coral
Gables Comprehensive Plan update process. The Planning Department is in receipt of your
letter regarding the additional comments on the update. (Copy of letter attached — See
Attachment A). After careful review of your request in association with other City Departments,
the Department offers this letter in response.

Your letter requested the following specific language be included in two sections of the
Comprehensive Plan:

“Provide protection of existing alfeys particularly within commercial properties adjacent
to low density residential districts in order to limit the negative effects of increased
commercial development capacity.”

The City has currently in place, extensive review procedures and criteria governing the vacation,
abandonment and closure of streets and alleys. The City Code was updated in 2004 to provide
for the following: new public hearing review procedures: specific review criteria; comprehensive
analysis reporting by numerous City departments: input from public utilities; and, advance notice
of adjoining properties within 1000 feet of any request (See Attachment A). Likewise, as a part
of the City's comprehensive update of the City Zoning Code in 2007, new street and alley
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provisions were put into place providing for the following: requirements that findings must be
substantiated prior to approval of vacations; establishes “standards for review;” requires
Planning and Zoning Board review and recommendation to the City Commission; provides for
increase public notification, etc. (See Attachment C). Based upon the recent update and new
provisions, Staff is of the opinion that protective measures exist within the City's primary
development review related documents, and is more appropriate within these regulations.

Your letter aiso requests verification as to how the CP provides protection to the City's
waterways and habitat. The CP provides numerous goals, policies and objectives that provide
for protection for the City's waterways, water bodies, environmentally sensitive areas and
associated habitat as well as protection of parks, recreational facilities and open space. These
provisions are provided throughout the CP document, more specifically within the “Natural
Resources” (NAT), “Recreation and Open Space” (REC) and “Future Land Use” (FLU)
Elements. | would also note that the CP Governance (GOV) Element was extensively updated
to provide new polices that facilitate intergovernmental coordination efforts between all
interested parties, with particular attention to residential areas and neighborhoods. Copies of the
above referenced CP sections are attached to this letter with the goals, objectives and policies
highlighted (See Attachments D — F).

Per our conversation, the CP update will be presented in its final form for City approval to the
Planning and Zoning Board on November, 4, 2009, 6:00 p.m. and to the City Commission on
November 17, 2009, 9:00 a.m. (City Hall City Commission Chambers). A copy of the updated
CP will be available for downloading on Friday, October 30™ after 4:00 p.m. at the following link:
http:/iwww.coralgables.com/CGWeb/dep planning_and Zoning board meetings.htm.

The Department has valued your Association's participation, input and ongoing dialogue in this
important updateefghe CP. The Department looks forward to continually working with your
Ai?n‘ Bléasefeel free to contact me at 305.460.5211 if you should have any additional
. g L e
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Eric Riel, Jr.
Planning Director

Attachments:

A. 07.31.09 RNA ietter received on 08.12.09.

B. City Code, Article VIII

C. Zoning Code, Article 3.

D. CP “Natural Resources” (NAT) Element (highlighted).

E. CP Recreation and Open Space” (REC) Element (highlighted).
F. Future Land Use” (FLU) Element (highlighted)
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cc:  (via Email)
Maria Alberro-Jimenez, Asst. City Manager
Alberto Delgado, Public Works Director
Fred Couceyro, Parks & Recreation Director
Scot Bolyard, Planner
Planning Department CP File
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arrachment _A

RIVITRA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION, INC.

To preserve and protect the environment and quality of life
in and around the Riviera Subdivision within the City of Coral Gables.

PRESIDENT
Josie Ramirez July 31, 2009

VICE PRESIDENT
Elsie Miranda

TREASURER "

)
Marina Hernandez . . - ’
Mr. Eric Riel o
S(?CRET?RY Planning Department o
isele Blum 405 Biltmore Way
Coral Gables, 33146
DIRECTCRS
Amado "Al” Acosia, PE . . . . .
Robert Barnett Re: City’s updated Comprehensive Plan (CP) and Zoning Code (ZC)
l.isa DeTournay provisions.

Sandy Levinson
Joyce Newman .
Patrick Nolan Dear Mr. Riel,

William Randol
Annette Torres

Paul van Walleghem First, we wish to express our gratitude for taking the time to write a letter to the

RNA regarding the City’s CP and ZC provisions as well as for taking the time
1o meet with Al Acosta and myself on the matter. Your recommendations to us
with regard to neighborhood identity, landscaping, lighting and entry points
has been very helpful in establishing future goals for our Association. We will
certainly be calling on you in the future for feedback and insights that you may
have with regard to preservation of our neighborhood.

With regard to the CP goals outlined in your letter, we bave two suggestions of
policies that we request be considered and added as follows:

e Policy FLU 1.3.__ Provide protection of existing alleys particularly
within commercial properties adjacent to low density residential
districts in order to limit the negative effects of increased commercial
development capacity.

o Policy MOB 3.2.  Provide protection of existing alleys particularly
within commercial properties adjacent to low density residential
districts in order to continue fo mitigate the negative effects of
commercial traffic on low density residential areas.
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In regards to Protection of Waterways, we would like to know how the CP and
Page Two ZC provisions deal with the often fragile habitat that the Coral Gables
_ o waterways traverse. Providing goals, objectives and policies on the waterway 1s
Mr. Eric Riell  yery important to us and any clarification you could provide to us on that front

would be greatly appreciated. Although the section on Natural Resources
731/09 mentions bodies of water in several places, perhaps the protection of waterway
ecosystems and conservation can be made more specific. Similarly the
protection of existing parks needs to be addressed.

RNA would like to support your efforts as the proposed changes go to second
reading and would also ask your consideration for inclusion of our proposed
subjects prior to second reading, since they are not now found in the document.
Or perhaps you think it is best af this stage for us to communicate with
DCAY Please let us know what you recommend.

Again thanks to you and your staff for the excellent work you do in preserving
our city’s mission and identity for all who live here and visit.

Sincerely,

.. ;
_/f/ S ".“!f ‘L -' . /
H

O wpv— fon i

Elsic M. Miranda,
Vice President, RNA

0. Box 43-0825 « SouTH Miami, FL 33243-0825 » WWW.RIVIERANIEGHBORHKOODASSOCIATION.COM




Attachments B — F are on file with the Planning Department.
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