City of Coral Gables
Planning and Zoning Board Meeting
Monday, March 26, 2012, 6:00 p.m.
Coral Gables City Commission Chambers
405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, Florida

MEMBERS J11 | F15 | M26 | A27 | M11 | J8 | J22 | 012 | 019 | N30 APPOINTMENT
12 | 12 12 ‘11 a1 | 11 | 11 11 A1 | 11
Eibi Aizenstat - C P P City Manager Patrick Salerno
Chair
Robert Behar C P P Commissioner Rafael Cabrera, Jr.
Jeffrey Flanagan- | C P P Commissioner Maria Anderson
Vice Chair
Julio Grabiel C P P Mayor Jim Cason
Pat Keon Cc P P Planning and Zoning Board
Vince Lago C P P Commissioner Frank C. Quesada
Javier Salman C P P Vice Mayor William H. Kerdyk, Jr.
P =Present
E = Excused

C = Meeting Cancelled

City Staff and Consultants: Court Reporter:
Eric Riel, Jr., Planning Director Joan Bailey
Walter Carlson, Asst. Planning Director

Scot Bolyard, Principal Planner

Craig E. Leen, City Attorney

Patrick Salerno, City Manager

Jane Tompkins, Development Services Director

Martha Salazar-Blanco, Zoning Official

Kevin Kinney, Parking Director

Eli Gutierrez, Code Enforcement Lead

Susan L. Trevarthen, Esq. (Weiss, Serota, Helfman, Pastoriza, Cole & Boniske, P.L.)

Also present: Commissioner Rafael “Ralph” Cabrera, Jr.

Attachments:

A. 03.26.12 Planning and Zoning Board Meeting Verbatim Minutes
B. 03.26.12 Attendance Sign-In Sheet

C. 03.26.12 Speaker Cards

D. Exhibit entered into the record by Enrique Lopez











































































































































Attendance Sign-In Sheet — March 26, 2012
Planning & Zoning Board Meeting
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Order

City of Coral Gables, Florida AT
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board # /
Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
) ) related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles
City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall
Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134
Location Monday,March 26, 2012, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name: /8/\/,4-(5 /)/4/\//2/4r€é:\q

/
Address: ‘é'//f?’ﬁj /j—é a G2 « J & \_Pf éﬁ’/‘iff A~
Telephone: /—gﬁf) féC’7§2/C/
Email /L{_{/#gg)//ﬂ @ %4‘/%"7(567 e

WZJ/ é« . ‘ %,é Y-

Slgnature Date
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.

Order
of

City of Coral Gables, Florida wrtr
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board 47

Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
ubject: related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles
City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday, March 26, 2012, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Speakers Name: A(‘ll )l(— lr(“(\,&fa\ﬂ(“
waaren: 510 Cvalona Aoe
Telephone: OS 7/9€- 34 |
Emall \“CL\ML/Q@’ A’( L Ck@“
A 2-2¢-12 .

»S/ié\'}‘lat‘{re Date

Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.




City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
of
Receipt

#3

Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
] ) related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday,March 26, 2012, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers.Name: W/LLWV\ %Vé_"/@%%
naaress:_ TE1L Molloro T Tt
Telephone: ~9°5 F76- 677
Emailﬂﬁ%gﬂgcbﬂ%9?”ﬁ—@

Z 6 rwdiz

Date
Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.

City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
o
Receipt

# 4

Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

Hearing
Location

City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134
Monday,March 26, 2012, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name: ‘h}--_}/(l‘u/)‘(?'\/!,z $IZCSqons

Address: IR, é;f:WU/-—) Q/
Telephone: Z% EJ:,[F‘S"Y/ /

Email

__— e

- = 26— 2o 2

[
Signatuy Date
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.




City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
of
Receipt

#5

Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
ubj ) related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles
City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday, March 26, 2012, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Speaker

Address

Telepho

Please Print

s Name: ﬂ;%ﬁgEQZT__ éﬂ)ﬁgﬁlf%ﬁ2;7

: 1206 RN A z
ne: _ SYC_ 70 g44 O

Lo 242l A B e

-I-', _.-'.L/‘r‘-v T

Sy Aatur Date

: Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.

City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
of
Receipt

# o

Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
} ) related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday, March 26, 2012, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name: -:I’v A4 %f;%?i€T7Vé?7‘7’

Address:

370 /MSmene— P O Hikls

Telephone:\g D,Swéézgﬁzj’ ]

4;}1 ﬁ%\ D N 4\)37{:71@% _Jpaned 74 202~
Signature Date

Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.




City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
of
Receipt

.

S| BT E Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
J ) related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday,March 26, 2012, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Speaker

Address

Telepho

Please Print

s Name: L—JQ“Q-QL/] -J%(—\—*—O,\]

(A LeaaFoo St

ve: 20T 742 G2V

@
ey Ve

Signature Date

Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.

City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
of
Receipt

# &

Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
) ) related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday,March 26, 2012, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name: EQ\Q\Q,\\ \T"Q\OW\RQ\__-
Address: Aoy QQN\Q\_&U\A R\’Si:?) CLG DRIy

Telephone: >S4V -5Yyy

Email__ Mooy @ oo\ Coe,. @
T WS \\RQ‘_‘(\MU—\ N W A I S
. \
Signature Date
Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,

all information contained herein is a public record.




Order

ity of Coral Gables, Florida Receint
equest to address the Planning and Zoning Board i 0,
Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
} ) related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles
City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall
Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134
Location Monday, March 26, 2012, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name: /A, LL/#4%7 S LT T

Address: _Lfzg0 Py p0 DA 7L

Telephone: chf oL Sz 3

Email /2/Limmd HRaIET) Gzt SOTTH, 457 @

Z R e -

D{te /
Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.

City of Coral Gables, Florida

Order
of
Receipt

Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

# /0

Subi t: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
4 BraSTEEe related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles
City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday, March 26, 2012, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name: \J\\C{ﬂ\/t}_g (%(\\‘éa(/\qf

Address: \(l(l F@/J/(Q/(,‘AQ ﬁ/ 6+, Wi‘—o GZ‘L'@;??; FL 33[3“

Telephone: 7gé B ('H%f9026

Email \)]Of\‘(?al/lVL @ CLDI' e
WWV & Lo o~ 2o [/
Sig;atur;a Date / 4
Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,

all information contained herein is a public record.




City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
of
Receipt

#//

Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
ubject: related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles
City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday,March 26, 2012, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Speaker

Address:

Telepho

Email Kw‘\«wm@x{akoo-com @

Please Print

s Name: M:Q\/\(LQ\ 9\\0\0#

\203 F@T’C_\\\,\am() gs\'(‘eé_\" C‘or‘a\ 60\\7\{’5 \n

ne: (2053 so—7 -5329Y

3/{20/\7/

Si ture Date
Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.

Order
City of Coral Gables, Florida A
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board # /2
Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
J ) related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles
City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall
Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134
Location Monday, March 26, 2012, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

s Name: {};44 )< }/)/)DMJCQ//

Speaker

Address: Z b Do ﬁ/&(&s’)f/ﬂ/ii g
Telephone: 245 ez S/yy

emait T homlbaw | p - @ _cwl &pr
( ,)4%9?/‘5:%5/ B2l )
signAture Date

Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.




City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board i 15

Order
of
Receipt

Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

City Public
Hearing
Location

Commission Chambers, City Hall
405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134
Monday,March 26, 2012, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name: \5056QH K&

Address:

Telephone:

Email

5900 lcon nado gfraééff,} Coent Galales Fe

A0S ~299 ~H4pt |

@

T

Aol Subd= 3 20 200 =

. 4
Slﬁzkture { Date
. Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.
Order
. . of
City of Coral Gables, Florida Receipt

Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board i [4

Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

City Public
Hearing
Location

Commission Chambers, City Hall
405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134
Monday, March 26, 2012, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

. — 1 .
Speakers Name: >MJ(&\A.;§DQ((1 Lﬁrﬂé

Address: AU \ [ ‘J;"\/'r'__/'g"'g(i-‘ -

0

P

1

Telephone:

So ¢ Y M3

Email iﬁiW(OjXQQQQ\,COW\ &
"

AN

‘ G T o ]
jid . S Uy e N - [y 7
T 7

Signature

Date

Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.



City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
of
Receipt

)

Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
J ) related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday,March 26, 2012, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name:\rﬁzfﬂp @(M'WMJ

Address: ~J0/f @)@&”}uﬂafvd/&#{/b /\O”'
Telephone: 305 J¥a 47§

Email /{jobém‘ (a4 e Aol 477

~ iy

@Lﬁwz/\,ﬁ/ \5/ v/

Signat’)ﬁr

e Date
Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.

City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
of
Receipt

# o

Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

Hearing

City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday, March 26, 2012, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name: AUEEL\Q A —PE\(
Address: 6”"\ %/S‘\\[ \YUA\\\. ’DE\\/Q
Telepho e:%TB ] 25 -"HLT)H

Em/ail CQ

R APC @ C\'\Mm\\ , LA

J/\n /\L / \405/2@!%\2

Date

to Ayrticle I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.




Order

City of Coral Gables, Florida of

Receipt

Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board i 1/7

Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
. ’ related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall
Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134
Location Monday,March 26, 2012, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Please Print
Speakers Name: \7?7’4{&3 XV[ /%Z;ﬂ/

Address: 732 (QZQDO /cf/l/@_
relephone: DS = A4 YE 5887

Email /\/C’% @

e il 22605

Signaturﬂ ' Date

Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.
Order
. - f
City of Coral Gables, Florida -
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board #13
Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
] ’ related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles
City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall
Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134
Location Monday, March 26, 2012, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name: %/(CAeef (_/24 Jn‘?/\/
Address: !03'2‘ &Vé[ﬁmc{ A‘féf
Telephone: ToS G- ?ﬁ/{f

Email Mx/'a/\?f[fQ;L\(,&WS’ @
ez P s>
Signature (5 Date
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,

all information contained herein is a public record.



City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
of
Receipt

#_~

Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall
Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134
Location Monday,March 26, 2012, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name: EHQI@UL{ /ﬂr \S.A/VLL“&Z
Address: 620 CATA LO WA
Telephone: 78€' 472/ }Y()(-(

Emai IP{?E?"N'SMEAUCO \ﬁ’AH‘J ,C-a/\,\ @

3-06-(1

Signature Date
Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a3 public record.

City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
of
Receipt

# (9

Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
) ) refated to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday, March 26, 2012, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name: /%\16/ /——oﬁf

Address: /5 Lisdon S £

. (<) -
Telephone: (Der) Y76 - 8FR0 /( (3°f))0f'/‘307.

Email

@
/{%’/ﬁ?:_\ O3-S RES )2

Signature’ Date

Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.




City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
of
Receipt

# 20

Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
! ) related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday,March 26, 2012, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Speaker

Address:

Please Print

s Name: Sy?’/-/i)/éq C/#/Z/C@
/

(52 Lego Moo

Telephone: 343 ééVﬂ/é%
. ,'Pif G ﬂc,-,A -
Email ( ( crledy @ VN e? . Co dosy
LQ L(AL-ja/L,f}W~CJ /r/ezéf/ Z
Signature A Date
Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Fiorida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.

City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
of
Receipt

#2l

Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

Hearing

City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday, March 26, 2012, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name: ZL—.//@ @\J{mﬂ

Address:

[O20  Apcikore ﬁ?/@m/é

cerephones __[205) GBS~ (727

Signatur

E @
{&MQ C/@UC%CL 6/ ,2@/20/1

e Date

Pursuant to Artlcle i, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
all information contained herein is a public record.




City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
of
Receipt

#2722

Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
: ) related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles
City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall
Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134
Location Monday,March 26, 2012, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Please Print /‘/_)
Speakers Name: )gﬁ//f\/\) /ﬂZ/LZ M/f'
7
Address: /*@- /%y 4g/é
Telephone: 37('ééé7"—§?3%
Email /1; /)
7/

SHE

@ / /
3/26//}
' {

Signature Date
Purfuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
\‘_) all information contained herein is a public record.

City of Coral Gables, Florida
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board

Order
of
Receipt

8

Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
) ) related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles

City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday,March 26, 2012, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name: N;/oLA_rﬁ 5\’AO\)LQ\/
Address: sz(cﬁ Mﬁb*‘(\g/_\ A\/((
Telephone: 7(6(7 5\? 2?) 7L

Email M (0LosSiaakov @ //OOL!‘/]W(\l .
£ A 3/2¢/7012
Signatu-?,e Date :
Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,

all information contained herein is a public record.




Order

City of Coral Gables, Florida Recaint
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board 7 Z"))
Subiect: Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
) ’ related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles
City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall
Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134
Location Monday, March 26, 2012, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Please Print
Speakers Name: ST e5T 2] s
Address: O 20 Davn e Poos
Telephone: NS (o2 A7 O

e Dihes, Comn

"é\f‘)ﬂ‘jvt.

. = |
Signature Da'te
Pursuant to Article |, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,

all information contained herein is a public record.

Order

City of Coral Gables, Florida o

Receipt

Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board #ZCF

Subi - Presentation of Potential Zoning Code Text Amendments
ubject: related to trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles
City Public Commission Chambers, City Hall

Hearing 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134

Location Monday, March 26, 2012, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Please Print

Speakers Name: LOLUSLL, KU\/RI\/
Address: I}E‘ Ft b U2 <}T #21—_3 m iy g ):[,%’3/3/
Telephone: }%’238‘5@%

e |{ovivird oy

—

Signature Date
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| have had to endure this during the past several years as the ordinance was being challenged by undesirable and tasteless elements in our City.
After a long, hard-fought and costly battled, we prevailed. Now the new officials see it as an issue to do away with the ban pickup trucks.

Shameless, to say the least. What international city has pickup trucks? Where is the majority being represented? Where is code enforcement?
Sleep at the switch as usual

L}

A nice Ford F-150 at 1248 Sorolla Avenue in the City Beautiful. A testament to Quality of Life as seen by those elected officials who support
doing away with the ban on pickup trucks. This picture taken on September 12, 2011 at 6:45PM.
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The other side of the nice F-150 that has been an icon at 1248 Sorolla Avenue while the ordinance was being challenged. Even after the victory
and grace periods, the administration has fallen short in enforcement. Unacceptable and intolerable in our City.
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If any of those elected officials wish to have this motorized beauty in front of your homes, please advise so that a group of us can buy a handful
of them and park them in the swale areas of your homes. |am sure they may look equally attractive. No excuses for the obvious void in
leadership at the elected level and the concentrated effort to attempt to do away with the ban. Buying a few of them to park in strategic homes
of elected and appointed officials may not such a bad idea after all as it may allow all of you to witness the real impact first hand. | have for too
long and will not tolerate it any longer. Enough is enough. Enough of the activism turned pacifism. Enough of mediocre leadership. Time to
represent the majority, not the tasteless and classless minority that knew the rules when they moved in. Show leadership at least once.




( Community Portrait )

oral banles

ounded in the 1920s as one of the
nation’s first planned communities,
Coral Gables still hews close to
original developer George Merrick's
vision of a clean, tree-lined, carefully
zoned town dominated visually by coral
colors, sidewalks and barral-tile roofs. The
Board of Architects, established at the city's
birth, holds a tight rein on developmenit.
In 1973, the city became one of the first in
the state to adopt a historic preservation
ordinance, and in 1994 it was the first in the
state to adopt ad valorem tax exemption
legislation for historic preservation. A
Mediterranean architectural ordinance
adopted in 1986 gives incentives to buitders
who construct or renovate in the city'’s
predominant style.

Architectural rules to maintain the city’s
Statue of Coral Gables founder George Merrick outside City Hall historic look and adhere to Merrick's vision
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mean that street signs are not allowed in
most of the original city fimits. Instead,
streat names are written in black letters on
white stone markers in the ground, making
navigation challenging for non-locals, The
city is bordered by five entrances.

The city government is known for its tough
stance on zoning, architecture and general
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Traditional street signs aren’t allowed in most
of the original city limits.

—

1 | | SR
< AIREEERM

— ey

beautlfication e One ordinance bans
the parking of pickup trucks on driveways
overnight, and garbage and recycling are_ .
collected from thé Sides of homes.

e . |

and proximity to Miami Internatiopal Airaag

(5 miles away) have made it a favorite of

P Tt

executives. | he median single-family home .

price is more than 000, Tar above the
statewide average of $138,000. Average
household income is $133,255, more than

double the countywide average,

The Gables' is also an important regional
business hub. Despite housing Jess than 2%
of Miami-Dade County's population, the
city boasts fully 15% of its office space and
ts home to 155 multinational companies,
including Odebrecht, Mercantil Commerce

i Bank, Chevron Texaco Caribbean/Latin

By Rachelle Broder-Singer
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America and American Airlines’ Latin
American and Caribbean headquarters,

Anchoring it all is Miracle Mile, Merrick's
original downtown main street, with recently
constructed condos and apartments joining
a cluster of upscale restaurants, retail shops
and office buildings. The real estate bust hit
Coral Gables like everywhere else, but land
and home prices have fallen much less than
in other areas, and developers are still eager
to build, even whien it means taking on the
city’s notoriously stringent codas.

The city's biggest challenge going forward
may be the fact that neighboring areas are
assembling the kind of amenities that once
waere concentrated only in Coral Gables.
Downtown Miami and the city's Brickell
area are evolving into true live/work/play
centers, with high-end office space within

photogrphs: Danlel Partnay top; Steve Schadt bottorn two
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The Gables’ is also an important regional
business hub. Despite housing less than 2%
of Miami-Dade County's population, the
city boasts fully 15% of its office space and
is home to 155 multinational companies,
including Odebrecht, Mercantil Commerce
Bank, Chevron Texaco Caribbean/Latin

America and American Airlines’ Latin
American and Caribbean headquarters.

Anchoring it all is Miracle Mile, Merrick’s
original downtown main street, with recently
constructed condos and apartments joining
a cluster of upscale restaurants, retail shops
and office buildings. The real estate bust hit
Coral Gables like everywhere else, but land
and home prices have fallen much less than
in other areas, and developers are still eager
to build, even when it means taking on the
city's notoriously stringent codes.

The city’s biggest challenge going forward
may be the fact that neighboring areas are
assembling the kind of amenities that once
were concentrated only in Coral Gables.
Downtown Miami and the city’s Brickel!
area are evolving into true live/work/play
centers, with high-end office space within

phomgrphs: Daniel Portnoy top; Steve Schadt bottom two

FLORIDATREND.COM OCTOBER 2011 53




