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1. 05 17 12 Phil Rinaldi 
513 San Esteban Ave. 
Coral Gables, FL 33146 
pjrinal@yahoo.com 

Correspondence received regarding "Merrick Manor" 
City of Coral Gables - Planning and Zoning 

abject No Comments•(Verbatim) 
Objection 

From: Phil Rinaldi [mailto:pjrinal@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 17, 2012 12:23 AM 
To: Planning 
Cc: pjrinal - yahoo 
Subject: May 9 Planning & Zoning Board Meeting 

I am a resident of the neighborhood just west of Riviera Drive and south of Bird Road. We 
received a notice about proposals being reviewed at the May 9 P&Z Board meeting related to a 
development project at 4133 LeJeune Road. Unfortunately we had prior commitments that made 
it impossible to attend the meeting to express our concern about this project. That said, I'd 
previously communicated to the Mayor and our Commissioners regarding the developments in 
this general area. 

In visiting the P&Z area of the City's web site, I found various infonnation about the project and 
about the related agenda items that were addressed at the meeting. However, there were no 
meeting minutes or other notices regarding any decision of the Board on these matters. I 
therefore am inquiring to learn of any decision or recommendation made by the Board and to 
confirm the next steps in this review process. I would appreciate your help in providing this 
information or directing me to where I can find it as soon as possible. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

Phil Rinaldi 
513 San Esteban Ave. 
Coral Gables, FL 33146 
pjrinal@yahoo.com 

Some general observations regarding the concerns that I plan to discuss with my neighbors are: . The scale of this building - even accounting for the lower scale facing LeJeune - is 
totally out of context with the adjoining areas to the west. . The project is presented as "luxury apartments" but the size of these units is quite 
compact (some are almost studio sized) and out of context with what might generally be 
considered luxury apartments in central Coral Gables. Of course, they need to claim this to 
support their petition while cramming 188 apartments into this relatively small area. . The building's facade, especially on the west (LeJeune) face, will be massive to 
pedestrian and vehicle traffic as the planned encroachment and galleries come out nearly to the 
curb (a minimal sidewalk is provided) and, on the LeJeune side, this is done with no trees or 
ornamental decorations. Even Merrick park has an attractive and, I believe, more pedestrian 
friendly face to LeJeune Road. . The scale of the project would be impossible without the City agreeing to totally vacate 
the embedded alleyway. Of course, they would say that the alleyway at that point is totally 
within their development and no longer needed. However, that is only true if the City agrees to 
first vacate through a land swap the existing Trolley Garage. Therefore, the scale of this project 
would be impossible without the full cooperation of the City. I suspect that 40% of the value of 
the final development could therefore be traced to this cooperation. I doubt that our benefit is 
anywhere near this scale. . Once this project progresses, we can expect that the lessor developeg sites on the 
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Correspondence received regarding "Merrick Manor" 
City of Coral Gables - Planning and Zoning 

0bject I No 
Objection 

X 

C• 

Comments (Verbatim) 

4200 block and 4400 block of LeJeune will follow suit in scale and approach, including seeking 
City support through variances, vacations and Mediterranean bonuses. The end result will be a 
2 to 8 fold increase in the scale of the facades fronting our community and a significant increase 
in the urbanization of this area. 

Have a good day, thank you 
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Applications: 

I Property: 

p u bll c 
Hearing 
Date/Time/ 
LOCiltlon: 

I MCI Lacuna, LLC eune, LLC 

Mixed Use Site Plan Review and Alley Abandonment 
and Vication 

~ ~1 1_1 LeJ eune Road {M_c:r~ano -:_1. 

Local Planning Alency/Piannlng and Zoninc ooar.d . 
~ 2.012. G:D O 9:0 0 p.m • 
C i!V ComrnJs,la n Chlliml:le:r5 1 Cit y Hall, 
40 S Blltrnorc Way, corP~~ i G:~ble. s, Flor1da, 33134 

PUBUC N.OTICE b hen!:by aivt:-n 1h.>lt the Chy Gf Caliill G11:biU, f:torld:~~ , LDc:~l Pbnn!rig A£1!!.ncv (lPA)/ Pl.!lnnlns ;md 
.lof11~ Bo:~~rd (PZB} wm condUI:t; .11 Pub[]t Htilrln; on M:~y 9, 20U on ttle. fol loWii'IS: 1n the Coral G-abi_M Ot'j 
Comm!<>lon Chombet!. City Hall. <115 Biltmore wov, Cc<al Gobi••· F'lorido: 

.l. An Ordinoflt1 tJ/ rtr-e City Contm.lslian of CDrt:d Gitb.Jm reqlld(ing m~t:H.JR slu. plan review P'l'rwonr ro 
Zcnl/l!i O><k IUfi<l• 4, ON"ion 2, Ml«d U•o OiJ;"iOt (MXII).fot !!>< <OA«II~t:lkm of o mbt<d ""' pm/.a 
r~fmt.d c:.p as ""Merrit:k Man.o,. and rrNu/lanull$ pUtil!e- rlghr·~{4wy MCroadutttj:ltf on tlu: propt:ltf 
~golly dowlb.r:d •• tDtt l3·>5, 8/0GI: 1 ortd po«!M o{oUey, tnd<mrlol ~on (<>lJ W<••• ROI!d/. Cqrg/ 
GQbta.,. Florida: fffCtudfflg ~ulu:d condit("on.s;; prcMding for Jewrnikrllcy~ repto(eJ, corJI{I,ofJ~ and an 

<fi«:!M dot<. (~ol desalp~o"' ""/if• or </lo City} 

2. M Otdln(uTa of thf: Clry comm1tJf.on 0/ CDniJ Gabief reque~dng abandonment '"'d ~rkN'I of u putJitc 
efklf\YD)' pulSl!Q"flf r.o Zoning CDdt Miele 3. DfviJIM 11, Abatrdonrnerrr And V~~ ptoWilni {or l~ 
obondonll141'll a~ vacotion of o .soodt p.Qttto.n of the hW'nty (21YJ foot olley Disecti11g Block ·z, and~ 
dedknrioLt of a pubNc ~tttrmtnr on a pot dOn of !Jlt:t" l3, l4,~ 29~'13~ Blod: .1, Industrial S«rron,. Cotot Gobles_ 
Florida; P/"O"idltlfl for ,.,...,.ol>/1/ry, ropeol~. cod/ftaltlon. •"" on <!futlvc d-. {Ugol doY.rlpWW M{lf< ot 

thoC«Y/ 

AJJ fl\tett.sted pa~ Drc lnvl~d to llltUtntt Jtr.d p;,rtklp~JlC.. lJ~n ~Cbmman:d~11on by {1\e Eklardj U.l! applicatiOn 
wl)l t>o soh!!<lulcd fot City Commlsshm <on<ldo,.tlon. P!o>so lll~t t~l CitY mbpoeo •t ~~tO 
view tnformiltlon eon~mrng &he. ~p.p l i i;:'Oa 1 ton. The ~mp5el!: ~:~wllcn.Uon Is on file ami nvaDahtt...for ~mtnaUon 
durtna bus1rM:SJ hodrs at Ctla planning Dk!Won, 42.7 Biltmcue- WIIV. Suite l0.1.. CO~I G:~~bld, Florkf111, ~3134, 
QucsdollS 11nd written Ulmmcnu n:!a;a.rdlns: thi! •pprte:r~t ian an 'be dln!>ctl"Cf 10 ttl! PliinnloiJ DMsbo tat 
nlnnn.Jmr@coro'llglt!es .tom. (FAX: 305,4.60'.552.7) or 30S.~60:S2.ll. Pleone forwud to olhr1 ln1trel-'!d p1rtJes.. 

stnco,..ly, A~~p ~o"~; J(/f;p,w 

fkt
1

ot e~t '~""~· rto~ <t _.4-M.o.K.l' 

3 


